REMARKS 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-19 m-e now present in this application. Claims L % 9, 11, and 12 are 
independent. 

K'c i^^v. ' 'i^v.D<.u oanv<„ lev bx til s an. lUitc i ^ i"^. >.v.r 

added, anc viam.s 1 2 9 1 1 and 12 have bvcn Oiuondvd Rcv,orsico>.t aon o ti\i> cppKaUotx, >.s 
amended, is respectMIy requested. 

ReleclioB Under 35 II-%C..1.10j. 

(;:la!n^ 12 stands rejected m^der 35 iJ.S.C. § 101. Inis rejection is respectiully traversed. 

I'he Examiner states that tlie ''computer-readable medium" of claixB 12 is not statutory 
subject matter because ii can allegedly be consti-ued to include ti-ansitory propagating signals. 

Claim 1 2 is amended, consistent wixli the Febniaiy 23, 201 0 Official Gazette Notice titled 
"Subject Matter Eligibility of Computer Readi'ble Media", to recite "a noti- tran sitory computer- 
readable n$edium". This ait5endnient is also consistent \vitli at least one embodiment disclosed in 
the specification. 

It is therefore respectfidly submitted tliatcimm 12, as amended, recites statutory subject 
matter. Accordingly, reconsideration aiid withdrawal of this rejection are respecli^diy requested. 

RefeetioTis un der 35 IT..S.C. §103 

a) Claims 1, 2, and 8-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,74927 issued to Kato (hereinafter "Kaio") in view of the U.S. Pre~Grant 
Publication Ho. 2002/01 91694 of Ohyama (hereinafter "Ohyama") (OA, p. 3.) 

b) Ciiiims 3 and 13 stand rejected under § 103(a) as unpatentable over Kato in view of 
Ohyama <uid llirther in view of U,S, Patent No. 6,546,052 issued to Maeda et al (hereinafter 
''Maeda"). (OA, p. 21,) 

c) Claiin 4 stands rejected under § l()3(a) as unpatentable over Kato in view of Ohyama 
;md in fia^her xiew of the U.S Pre-Grant Publication No. 20G5/0175251 of Taket a et al. 
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a> Ian s* i e<-*^u i ut llu u a > t s.^., ka v ot ^ s * i 
id I ikt. "nd 1 ^5 3ja it ? il i c^i \o * *> 0 > Lit ik t 

al (hereinafter "Creamer"). (OA, p. 25.) 

c 6 0-i( Is 111 ^ ^ 

s ^^ V r6^ 84^ s ^ed to / i ( c i >. ^ 

27 \ 

0« laim i 4 stai^as rejected ui^aer'^ iO^^ajd., upaViHaheo <dK ^ u ofun ra 
jQ Vla^a aiiv! ^u'-^ t n Mtvs, ol: hv I S Pre Giant *i 1 ci N 20 4 c ? "N ui£. 
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^ \ V r\ie\soflS Patent Pah L.atio 20v.'> ^,07-^062 

{ nereinauer • Siu-sg- j. <.jA, d, j> i . i 

1 ncse reieciiORS are respeciiuilv iraversed, 
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I- n M L-» Joes not as ass<.md n Oil:^^ t uibt^lost Inun^ 

i is -5 sw<^ huv -._ui a.srev.icui t,«cl nacj. i ei cl i 
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•> \vl anv d d strv t ^vaNctci irxisforn is pcrfOiPiea tor wac^i ot n ^ sn^a i \oa b lo vkn n c 
wit o t, v> 1 c <*n£i.^ Hocki> an nivrtai resioi S^t (•^^ 0'"^f 

ii\ s(. 11 n \sl a s ^ s 

s I'- vi ow p S 4. 
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sTu w ^ ^ u ior tiic fiK II g p'-ocessiii^j s a sn aii^ ir i Uki icuc i 

S71 <vv ^ c is imi lo pe^tOiiHing « tr^ouenc\ *rans* r^i 

V kv'^^ u « caiiusC '^9 1 art P) ol d^e pr^sc ^. tuttltcni^^ 

t s T \ lie 1 S « V. U kd T IXi^ S n ilk t-l <^ i ! L ' 5 f 

enibodiniejii employs the principle that, in the case where tlie block region and the fiiteriiig 
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snalio'- ^\iu.i the b'( logior. u compression rate cai5 be improved b)^ tlie suppression of the AC 
coefficient. 



On the other hand, Ohyama does not describe or suggest that the lihering region (which 
is a uidt ix>r the fiitedng processing) is set smaller than the block region (which, is a unit for 
perfarniing a frequency transfonn). In the configuration disclosed by Ohyama "the block size is 
ffiade ra accordance with a unit size on the (2, 2) wavesei transform". l![(i(!67|. "[Ijmage 
transform is made in a unit of n/pxm/r sniall block." f[0068j. •■[A] high-pass filter 104a -and a 
low-pass tliter 104b are applied on tlie image data in the above-mentioned sniall block " 1i[0C)7()]. 
It is determined by the discrete wavelet transform whether or not each of the block regions is an 
impc-riaiit region, mid on the basis of a result of the determination, a filtering processing based on 
a low pass filter is performed. In other words, in tlie configuration of Ohyama, it is determined 
whether or not each of the block regions is an iinportant region, and the filtering region is 
matched witli the bloc k region in size , and therefore th e filtering region cannot be set s m aller 
IIma. thj?.Mock.l^^<^^ 

Kato, Maeda, Taketa, Creamer, Zandi, Yang, and Sung do not alone or in combination 
.remedy tliis deficiency of Ohyama. Accordingly,: the applied art does not disclose or make 
obvions e%-ery featnre of tlie independent claims, nor, of coiirse, the features of the present 
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independent claims. Withdrawal of the rejection, iavorable reconsideration, aiid allowaiice are 
respectfolly requested. 

New Chums 

C'laiins 17-19 have been added for the Examiner's consideration. 

Claim. 17, clarifies tliM the fUtering processing is performed only on fJiering regions that 
do not include an important region. 

That is, in the present invention, the filtering processing is selectively perfonned on the 
" ' , - o'. . ..oon jt.jJo..- ^ ^ 1 o.M- K ^co \s.i..^j;!^ >\ -r^p^cssion rate of an 
i.m3ge is nnproved while an important region caxi be kept at higii image quality. 

As discussed above, Ohyama does not describe that the iiltering region is set smaller than 
the block ix^gion. Also, in the coiiflgui-ation of Ohyama, it is determined whetlier or not each of 
ilie block regions is aja iiiiportant region, and therefore if the filtering region is smailer than the 
hlock region, it caiinot be detennmed whether or not each of tlie filtering regions? is an important 
region. For this reason, the iiltering processing cannot be seiectively performed on tlie filtering 

(;;iaini 17 is thus subndtted to be in condition for allowance for at iea,st the same reavsons 
as claim 2, from which it depends. 

Claims 18-19 each clarify that the recited filler regions each partially shar"e a boundai-y 
mth said block region. Thns, an AC coefficient obtained by an (orthogonal transform can be 
more effectively suppressed. It is respeciuuly submitted thai the applied art of record does not 
discloss or make obvioiss the combination of features recited by claims 18-19, 

l-avorable consideration and allowaiice of new claims 17-19 are respectfuHy requested. 

All of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly traversed, accommodated, or 
rendered moot. Applicants therefore respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider all 
preseivdy outsianding rejections and that they be withdrawn. It is believed that a lidi and 
complete response has been made to the outstanding Office Action, and as snch, the present 
application is in condition for allowance. 
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In view of the above amendment, Applicant believes tlie pending application is in 
condition for allowance, 

^<^^ o i ^ "^^^ '^'•■^"i "^^r Lii. ui^GCib^gned \rtio\y to cc.)v>iui c^^" s.^^vX vv^ .r *o k> 

expcQiie prosecution m connection with tlie present application. 

II necess;iry, the Director is hereby authonzed ni this, concurreni, and tlitiixe repnss to 
cl\riie an> fees aqnncd cirng the penccncy of the abo\e-^denalca apnllcaiion o; oa'du -any 
overpaymeM to Deposit Account No. 02-2448. 
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